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Manifesta 11: Integral Ruedi Baur Develops 
Visual Identity 
New visual appearance for Manifesta 11 created by the renowned Swiss com-
munication designer Ruedi Baur. In line with the theme of the exhibition, Baur 
has designed a flexible communication system that integrates the societal and 
political treatment of Manifesta 11’s artistic concept. Pictograms have been 
textually and stylistically developed for the 2016 Biennial in Zurich, and will be 
utilised as a complementary narrative device in communications. 

Following on from St. Petersburg, the eleventh edition of the European Biennial of 
Contemporary Art takes place in Zurich from 11 June to 16 September 2016. The cu-
rator, Christian Jankowski, is exploring the interrelation of art, work and society under 
the theme of What People Do For Money: Some Joint Ventures, focusing on collabo-
rations between artists and professionals from Zurich, and leading to the development 
of specific works for the Manifesta 11 in Zurich. 

Each edition of Manifesta has featured a new design drafted by a renowned agency. 
Integral Ruedi Baur won the competition for the design and layout of the biennial’s 
visual appearance and has been developing the look of Manifesta 11 in Zurich since 
summer 2015. With Jankowski’s questions: ‘What is the subject’s relation to his/her 
profession?’ or ‘What are we working for, if not for money?’ functioning as a starting 
point for his design concept, Integral Ruedi Baur has explored the topic of ‘working‘ 
and based a flexible communication system on it. 

‘Each edition of Manifesta is accompanied by a small narration on the topic of “wor-
king”’ notes Ruedi Baur when describing the concept. ‘The individual, visible narra-
tions are brief snapshots of various working worlds in Zurich, which complement the 
artistic intentions of Manifesta 11. In their sum, these narrations represent a homage 
to Otto Neurath and provide an overview of working people in Zurich’.

The Formal Emphasis
In addition to an expressive and bold, specifically developed typography, the formal 
emphasis is mainly on the application of pictograms that integrate societal, political 
and social aspects related to the topic of ‘working’. The pictograms consciously relate 
to the artistic and sociological foundations of the ‘Isotype’ conceived by Otto Neurath 
and Gerd Arntz in the 1930s. 

Clear Reduction to Black & White
Graphically, the system refrains from using colour and grabs the viewer’s attention 
through a deliberate reduction to black and white, which continues with clear, acces-
sible language for floor plans and online navigation. Colour is not used until after the 
campaign has begun, with an application of photography that extends the system to 
a pictorial level and offers an atmospheric insight into Zurich’s working world – espe-
cially that of the joint venture partners, referred to as guests.



The Mirrored Logo
The logo of Manifesta 11 is constructed as a typogram based on the number one. 
Along with its mirror image, the number can be read both as ‘11’ and ‘M.’ In this way, 
the formal mirroring addresses the motif of critical (self-) reflection.

The Specific Typography
The logo and typogram of Manifesta 11 are based on the ‘Manifesta Grow’ font. The 
font, set up as a system by the Swiss font designers Dinamo, is one of the design’s 
central pillars. The original system of ‘Grow’ consists of several independent fonts, 
which can be combined in many different ways. Dinamo refined it, adding new charac-
ters especially for Manifesta in order to create ‘Manifesta Grow.’ Its inline structuring 
evokes associations to neon advertising, helping to develop its own signal effect. 

The Multi-Faceted Figures
The second characteristic component is the use of pictograms or figures based on the 
theme of ‘working’, and set up as a system similar to the font. Employing the building-
block principle, countless people can use it to portray their profession or combine it 
with others. This makes it possible to illustrate various situations, complex contexts or 
complicated processes in a visual and narrative fashion, thus making each tangible. 

The figures, with their lines and abstractions, refer to individual aspects of the typo-
graphy and begin both a content- and form-related dialogue between text and figures. 
Depending on the need or occasion, new compositions of text and figures are arran-
ged or the figures formally stripped down. Used in large-scale images, they are part 
of the concept, in the form of clear symbols for the identification of the different event 
locations in the public space. With their characteristic abstract form, they represent 
both Manifesta 11 and the act of working itself. 

Co-operation with the Berufsschule für Grafik
During the preparations for Manifesta 11, the graphics students at the Berufsschule 
für Gestaltung Zürich had the opportunity to experience a real-life CI/CD project. As 
part of a workshop on 25 January 2016, Ruedi Baur and his team offered the building-
block systems of the pictograms to students so they could develop various figures and 
arrange their own scenes. The results can be seen on the Manifesta 11 website.

Ruedi Baur – Specialist for Visual Identity Construction
The communication designer Ruedi Baur was born in Paris in 1956. After his studies at 
the Kunstgewerbeschule in Zurich, he opened his first workshop in Lyon, followed by 
his studio, Intégral Ruedi Baur, with locations in Paris and Zurich. As a specialist in the 
construction of visual identity, Baur has worked for renowned museums like the Louv-
re, the Musée Rodin and the Centre Pompidou. He also created the visual appearance 
and design for the 6th Swiss National Exhibition, Expo.02, and the Swiss National 
Museum in Zurich. As well as being involved in teaching and research activities at vari-
ous institutions, he has published several books. The visual appearance for Manifesta 
11 was developed in his studio in Zurich, where he currently works with a team of ten 
designers.
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About Manifesta 
Manifesta was conceived in the early 1990s as a nomadic, European biennial of con-
temporary art, responding to the new social, cultural and political reality that emerged 
in the aftermath of the Cold War. Following a desire to explore the psychological and 
geographical territory of Europe and to provide a dynamic platform for cultural ex-
change throughout the region, it takes place every two years in a different European 
city. Along with the Venice Biennale and documenta in Kassel, Manifesta is one of the 
foremost art events in Europe.

Since 1996, Manifesta has taken place in Rotterdam, Luxembourg, Ljubljana, Frank-
furt, Donostia/San Sebastián, Trentino–South Tyrol, Murcia, Genk and most recently 
St. Petersburg. Over the course of ten biennials and twenty years, more than 2.5 
million people have visited Manifesta’s events and participated in its programs. It has 
successfully presented artists, curators and young professionals from as many as forty 
different countries, and in each edition continues to innovate and reimagine contem-
porary art practice. 

The eleventh edition will be hosted by the city of Zurich and will run from 11 June until 
18 September 2016. It will be curated by Christian Jankowski. Under the title What 
People Do for Money: Some Joint Ventures, artists will be brought together with repre-
sentatives from various Zurich-based professions.

Host Cities
Manifesta 1, Rotterdam (Netherlands, 1996)
Manifesta 2, Luxembourg, (Luxembourg, 1998)
Manifesta 3, Ljubljana (Slovenia, 2000)
Manifesta 4, Frankfurt (Germany, 2002)
Manifesta 5, Donostia-San-Sebastián (Spain, 2004)
Manifesta 6, Nicosia (Cyprus, 2006 –  cancelled)
Manifesta 7, Trentino-Alto Adige (Italy, 2008)
Manifesta 8, Cartagena (Spain, 2010)
Manifesta 9, Genk-Limburg (Belgium, 2012)
Manifesta 10, St. Petersburg (Russia, 2014)
Manifesta 11, Zurich (Switzerland, 2016)
Manifesta 12, Palermo (Italy, 2018)

Image Material for Downloading 
www.manifesta11.org/de/press/downloads
Visualization by Integral Ruedi Baur for Manifesta 11
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